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NEW COMBINATIONS IN THE SOUTH AMERICAN 

OPUNTIA SER. ARMATAE K. SCHUMANN (CACTACEAE-

OPUNTIOIDEAE) 
 

 

Opuntia elata Salm-Dyck,  Hort. Dyck. 361 (1834). Neotypus (Leuenberger, 2002: 423):  

Uruguay, Salto, rocky places, 7 Mar. 1917, J.A. Shafer 120 [US, holo., corp, ar, sp, ico, spec. vis.; K, 

iso., corp, ar, sp,  spec. vis.]. Synonymi: Opuntia elata var. obovata E.Walther, in Cact. Succ. J. 

(U.S.A.) 1: 204 (1930);  Opuntia cardiosperma K.Schumann, in  Monatsschr. Kakteenk. 9: 150 

(1899);  Opuntia elata var. cardiosperma (K.Schumann) R.Kiesling, in Fl. Ilustr. Entre Rios 4b: 412 

(2005);  Opuntia rioplatense Font, in Succ. Pl. Res. 8: 85 (2014). 
 

Opuntia elata subsp. bonaerensis (Spegazzini) Guiggi comb. et stat. nov. Basionymus: 

Opuntia bonaerensis Spegazzini, in Contr. Fl. Tandil 18 (1901). Neotypus (Crook & Mottram, 1995: 

114): ico. in Spegazzini, ‘1924’ 1925: 94, spec. vis. Note: subspecies recognized for its longer, 

spatulate cladodes, stigma with green lobes,  fruit  normally longer, with a red pulp, and for its  

endemic distribution in the Pampean region of Argentina. 
 

Opuntia megapotamica  Arechavaleta, in Anales Mus. Nac. Montevideo ser. 2, 1: 42 (1905b). 

Lectotypus (Leuenberger, 2002: 426, 427  fig. 5): pl. 32 spec. vis. in Arechavaleta  5(2): 275 (1905a) 

sub Opuntia monacantha Haworth. Synonymus: Opuntia megapotamica var. chadihuensis Oakley et 

Villamil, in  Botany (Ottawa) 95: 115 (2017), syn. nov. 
 

Opuntia megapotamica subsp. salagria (A. Castellanos) Guiggi stat. nov. Basionymus: 

Opuntia salagria A. Castellanos, in  Lilloa 27: 85. 1953 (1955). Lectotypus (Leuenberger, 2002: 

431): Argentina, Buenos Aires, Campana, 20 Nov. 1951, A. Castellanos  s.n. [BA 54768, in alc.]. 

Synonymus: Opuntia megapotamica var. salagria (A. Castellanos) Oakley, in Botany (Ottawa) 95: 

115 (2017). Note: infra-specific taxon characterized by the thinner and more glaucous cladodes with 

a higher number of areoles, hyphanthium with 2-3 tiny, brown spines, and a greenish pulp of the 

fruit, endemic to central Argentina.  
 

Opuntia monacantha (Willdenow) Haworth subsp. arechavaletae (Spegazzini) Guiggi comb. 

et stat. nov. Basionymus: Opuntia arechavaletae Spegazzini, in Anales Mus. Nac. Buenos Aires  ser. 

3, 4: 520 (1905), as ‘Arechavaletai ’. Typus  (Kiesling, 1984: 233): Uruguay, Pan de Azúcar, Nov. 

1903,  ex  Herb.  J. Arechavaleta [LPS 14705, holo., fr.]. Note: subspecies distinguished by the 

different reproductive characters of the flower (green stigma lobes) and fruit (longer, elongate, with 

an apical and smaller loculus), with a more southern distribution in Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina. 
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